
2 February 2023 
The Presentation of the Lord 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Please read the message below from Rich Shively, sharing with us his witness of how the 
Lord has led him throughout his life of service and ministry. At this time, Rich has discerned 
the Lord calling him to follow Him in a new way, and has resigned from the parish staff. 
Personally, I’m doubly grateful to Rich, as I am one of the many men that he helped along 
the way to priesthood, as well as having been supported by him in his role as Pastoral 
Assistant for Administration at MQP. I know many of you feel the same for what Rich has 
done for you personally and for the parish and Church as a whole. 
 
Rich’s last day on the parish staff will be at the end of February. All are invited to a gathering 
in the Marian Social Hall after each of the Masses the weekend of March 4th & 5th, to offer 
Rich our thanks, blessings, and prayers as he continues to discern how God is calling him to 
love, serve, and follow the Lord! 
 
Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us! 
 
Fr. Chad Green 
 

+++ 
 
“Take courage, Get Up, He is calling you” (Mk 10:49) 
 
After I finished college in San Francisco, I had decided to take a job at a local hospital and 
work for a few years before Law School. A year later, Archdiocese of San Francisco offered a 
weekend training for people who were working with young people. One of the staff 
members leading the weekend asked if I would be interested in participating in a summer 
training program and work in a parish youth ministry program. That invitation changed my 
life’s direction. After six weeks of training, prayer and planning I began a new position at St. 
Joseph in Cupertino working with some amazing young people and adult volunteers. 
Together, we built a wonderful youth ministry. 
 
That invitation started me on a path that led eventually to Seattle. In 1987, I took a position 
on the staff of the CHANNEL Program. CHANNEL was an effort to provide a one-to-two-
year practical formation for young adults who would serve in parishes and schools. After 8 
years (and eventually serving as Director) at the CHANNEL Program, Archbishop Murphy 
invited me to meet him for coffee at the Chancery. He asked if I would consider heading up 
the Vocation Office for the Archdiocese. I knew two things at this point. One was that this 
position was a huge challenge. The second was that Archbishop Murphy was someone who 
inspired young people to really listen for God’s call. I could not say no to this new invitation. 
After 16 years (and witnessing the ordination of 49 priests for the Archdiocese in that time), 
supporting the communities of men and women religious, and assisting the discernment of 
candidates for the diaconate, it was time for a new path. Almost twelve years ago, I took the 
position as PA for Administration at Mary, Queen of Peace.  
 
Working at MQP has been a joy. This parish is filled with people who live their faith. I have 
experienced wonderful liturgies here, hundreds of baptisms, the comfort of community as 



we mourned the loss of family members, a community that hungers to know and follow 
Jesus, and a staff that lives that commitment every day. It has been a joy to support a Social 
Life ministry that really builds community. A community that literally opens its doors to 
those who lack shelter and has provided life sustaining necessities like water!  
 
The Gospel passage quoted at the top is one of my favorites. It is an excerpt from the 
healing of Blind Bartimaeus. His response to Jesus’ invitation gave him vision, and a new 
direction. He had to leave familiar ways behind. Jesus is now calling me to pursue a new 
path. While I am unsure what doors are being opened, I have faith that this call will lead me 
to know Jesus more fully. I also look forward to spending more time with my family (and 
especially Paula). I know I will miss working with this amazing staff and this wonderful 
community. You are in good hands. Like Fr. Kevin before him, Fr. Chad has a deep 
commitment for ensuring that the faith is passed along to youth and children. Let’s pray for 
the success of that commitment, and encourage our youth to “Take Courage, Get Up, He is 
Calling You.” 
 
May each of you know the special joy of doing His Will! 
 
Rich Shively 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


