
 

Dear Mary, Queen of Peace Parishioners,        Letter updated January, 2020 

 
The final line of our Mary, Queen of Peace Mission Statement reads, “Our Lives will bear witness to our beliefs.”  The staff and leadership of our 
parish have made a commitment to building “Missionary Discipleship” among all who belong to this community.  The process of helping shape 
“Missionary Disciples” requires relationships of trust. That trust is revealed in the ways we provide welcome, the depth of the community that is 
formed here, and especially, the ways we care for the most trusting and vulnerable members of our community.  
The twin crises that have (once again) roiled the universal Church, have also deeply impacted Mary, Queen of Peace… namely, the crisis of sexual 
abuse and the crisis of leadership failures that covered up that abuse.  While the Archdiocese of Seattle has been responding, in strong ways, 
since 1985, and Mary, Queen of Peace has been focused on best practices in creating a Safe Environment for all our members since our inception 
in 1987, it is critical that we continue to respond in ways that build trust among all our members.  

 
The guiding principles for our renewed parish effort could be stated this way: 

• impact the Catholic Church based on five principles: transparency, accountability, competency, justice, and trust 
• impact the leadership and management culture of the Church, in line with Catholic beliefs, ecclesiology, and canon law 
• restore trust in the Church based on measurable, visible outcomes 
• engage both ordained and lay Catholics, working together for the mission 
• provide opportunities for prayer and healing for all who have suffered abuse, whether inside or outside the church 
• opportunities which are realistic and are able to be translated into practical strategy, organization, and implementation 
• make certain that MQP lives out its care for the most trusting and vulnerable members of our community in an exemplary way 

 
A good foundation was laid for our work in October 2018.  Many MQP parishioners participated in a listening session offered by parish leadership, 
naming the ways this crisis has impacted their own lives, provided feedback for the Bishop’s Conference (USCCB) ongoing work with this issue, 
and named ways where the Church could offer healing for the damage caused by the history of abuse. 
While watching and waiting for the USCCB, and the Pope’s summit in February 2019 to develop specific responses to this crisis, MQP has 
continued to build our own response, based on the above principles.   

 

RESPONSE TO DATE FROM MQP: 
In response to the latest revelations of sexual abuse and cover-up in the Catholic Church, the Parish hosted an open-invitation event in October 
2018 with the intent to offer a safe forum for sharing, dialogue, healing and action-planning. Approximately 100 parishioners attended and over 
ninety suggestions and comments were generated. 
 

The most frequent suggestions and comments we received from these two forums were: 
 

 Many parishioners would like the parish to actively support victims in the healing process through prayer, worship, outreach, support 
groups and education. 

 Many parishioners expressed a desire to see a larger role for women at all levels of Church leadership. 

 Parishioners would like to see greater transparency and accountability in the Church, especially accountability for bishops. 

 Parishioners would also like to have a greater understanding of the obligations the Archdiocese and MQP have when allegations of abuse 
are made or abuse is suspected. 

 A few parishioners felt there should be more communication and education about what the Archdiocese is doing to address both sexual 
abuse and abuse of power. 

 Others believe the Church should consider changes to church structures and canon law that pertain to priest formation, celibacy and 
marriage, and to women’s roles in church ministry.  
In light of this feedback, Mary, Queen of Peace offers the following information about some of the things we are doing as a 
parish, an Archdiocese and a Church. 

■ Prayer and Healing 
Our parish is providing many additional opportunities to pray and to promote healing, especially for victims of sexual abuse: 

 

 Beginning in early October 2018, the parish prayed a “Prayer for Repentance and Healing” at weekend liturgies, with an invitation for 
parishioners to pray at home through the end of a Novena at St. James Cathedral.  

 A special evening listening session and prayer for healing was held on October 24, 2018 at MQP. The prayer service was led by laity and 
clergy. 

 Our Tuesday 9AM Masses throughout Lent 2019 were offered for Healing and Reparation in the Church. 

 Our new Healing Prayer Team met for the first time with anyone wishing to be prayed over on March 9,2019 after the 11:30AM Mass. 
This will be offered on a continuing basis at MQP. 

 A Mass of Healing (for all kinds of Healing) was offered at MQP on March 20, 2019.  Fr. Cal Christiansen, Fr. Kevin Duggan and 
members of the Western Washington Catholic Charismatic Renewal were involved. 

 



 

■ Women in Leadership 
At MQP women have long been leaders in the Church. 
 

 Many of our staff and lay leadership positions are held by strong and prayerful women including: PAA for Children and Family 
Evangelization- Jennie Caldwell; PA for Liturgy – Julianna Castro; PA for Stewardship and Evangelization -Kathi Rowley; Co-Directors of 
our Preschool- Lindsay Myer and Laura Senenko; PA for Communications and Confirmation- Chelsea Madura Smith; PA for Youth 
Ministry- Marissa Schulz; our Bookkeeper- Linda Liaw; and Karen Hauser serves as our PA for Pastoral Care in addition to her 
administrative responsibilities. We also have five women serving on our Finance and Pastoral Councils, including the Pastoral Council 
Co-Chair.  

■ Information, Transparency and Accountability 
In response to the allegations of child sexual abuse that surfaced in 2002, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
established the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People which was adopted by all parishes nationwide. Initiatives at MQP 
include: 

 In the Archdiocese of Seattle, the training for Safe Environment began in the late 1980’s, and clear policies for how parish leaders should 
respond, if allegations were established.  

 Every parishioner who serves in a ministry and interfaces with children or vulnerable adults is required to participate in the Virtus® training 
sessions and to have a background check. 

 Windows were installed in the classroom doors throughout the building to promote safety for children and adults.  

 The Archdiocese has a ZERO TOLERANCE employment policy; no person will be employed by MQP who has a criminal record of sexual 
abuse. 

 
In response to recent allegations that some bishops covered-up sexual misconduct: 
Pope Francis asked all presidents of bishops' conferences around the world to travel to Rome for a special meeting to address the crisis. The 
gathering, which focused on "the protection of minors," took place February 21-24, 2019.  We are awaiting the results that flow from this 
meeting. 

 
MQP will continue to provide information and opportunities for dialogue.

 A servant-leadership team made up of parishioners has been set up at MQP. They will continue to look at ways that MQP can provide 
better transparency, information, resources and safety measures for all in the parish.  

 Out of this team, and discussions with the pastoral council and staff, we will continue to look for opportunities to hear from the larger 
community as to ways we can better address this issue. 

■ Abuse Reporting and Investigation Procedures 
The Archdiocese follows a strict process for protecting children and reporting abuse: 

 

 Clergy, school personnel and many parish staff members are mandated reporters of child abuse under Washington State law. When one 
of these persons receives information leading to a reasonable suspicion that a child is being abused or neglected, he or she must make a 
report to child protective service or the police as appropriate. 

 Anyone may make a report of suspected sexual misconduct to the Archdiocese of Seattle’s sexual misconduct reporting line: (800) 446-
7762 or email: helpline@seattlearch.org. 

 The allegation will be reported to law enforcement and the Archdiocese will cooperate fully with the investigation. 

 The accused priest or layperson will be immediately removed from ministry pending the result of the investigation. 

 Parishes or schools where the accused is serving will be notified. 

 In all cases, investigators retained by the Archdiocese will investigate the matter as well and report to the Archdiocese’ Review Board. 

 The Archdiocese’ Review Board is comprised primarily of lay people, including mental health professionals, prosecutors and members of 
the community. The Board reviews the investigations of reported misconduct by clergy and recommends an appropriate course of action. 

 MQP strictly follows best practices for the protection of children and complies with all reporting and investigation procedures; no allegation 
of child sexual misconduct has been made against anyone employed at MQP during our 32 year history. 

■ Priest Formation 
 All seminarians and candidates for the diaconate / priesthood go through an extensive evaluation and psychological assessment before 

entering formation. 

 Men who are interested in the priesthood go through 1-3 years of formal discernment which includes interviews, academic, canonical and 
psychological testing. 

 The process of discernment is closely monitored by the assessment team working with Fr. Bryan Dolejsi and Archbishop Etienne. 

 The formation continues in the seminary as the seminarian is reviewed annually. 

  After ordination, priests and deacons receive ongoing training on maintaining the integrity of the ministerial relationship. 

 
 

Mary, Queen of Peace will continue to offer opportunities for feedback and healing. Please know that 
you are welcome to reach out to us with any thoughts you have on this and any other matter. 

Email: restoringtrust@mqp.org 

 

The Archdiocese of Seattle has a website with detailed information at:  
protectandheal.seattlearchdiocese.org 


